
My brother in Christ: 

 

“As trustful children we turn to the Father. We do it every day, several times a day; but right now we 

wish to beg mercy for mankind, so sorely tried by the coronavirus pandemic. And we do this together, 

Christians of every Church and Community, of every tradition, of every age, language and nation.” 
 

- Pope Francis, March 25, 2020 
 

Greetings in the love of Christ through the intercession of St. Lazarus.  We are well into this Lenten 

Season and I wanted to write and offer you my encouragement during this time of penance and 

renewal.  It is so important for us to be united with our people in the spirit of conversion and mercy as we 

turn back to the Lord together as a Church. 

 

I urge you my brothers to remember the importance of the penitential actions of Lent, as we carry out our 

prayer, fasting, and almsgiving in our own lives and lead our parishioners to do the same.  Let us offer our 

penitence for each of our parishioners, especially those in most need of grace and mercy.  Thank you for 

your continued prayers and presence for the people of God in the Archdiocese of San Antonio during this 

pandemic. You have found new ways to minister to your people and to be present, even if it can only be 

through the web. 

 

I am sure that the directives that I have sent to you, during the pandemic, are as painful to you are they are 

to me. Having to cancel Liturgies for the people of God has been the hardest decision that I have had to 

make, but I know that is something that we have to do in order to protect us all. Thank you for following 

all the directives, let us pray so that we can reopen our doors soon. 

 

Amidst the sorrow that we are suffering, we also have some joy. We will have four brothers celebrating 

their presbyteral ordinations in the coming days. Please keep Blayne Riley, Matthew DeLeon, Ian 

Robbins, and Ricardo Ramirez in your prayers. My office will be sending out 10 commemorative cards 

for you to distribute to your staff. 

 

As you are aware, we have been sending frequent memos and updates to your email addresses. I have 

heard from some brothers that they are not receiving our emails. If you know that someone is not 

receiving the memos, please ask them to call my office or the office for clergy to check if we have their 

correct email. 

 

May God bless you abundantly this Lenten Season, and may the joy of the Gospel shine through you to 

those whom we serve. 

 

Through the intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 

 

Most Reverend Gustavo García-Siller, M.Sp.S. 

Archbishop of San Antonio 

 

 
Ven! Holy Spirit Ven! 

 

May God keep you in his warm and comforting embrace, 


